
 

 
 
 
 
 

FD Art & Design 
 

Hello Foundation 2020/21! 
 

We’re really looking forward to meeting and working with you over the next academic year, and 
welcoming you into the Harrogate College Art and Design department. 

 
We’ve put together a few tasks for you to complete over the summer before you start with us. 
These range from gathering a few materials and tools that will be useful for the course, to a 
couple of mini briefs that will introduce you to some of the ways you might be working on the 
Foundation Diploma, and act as starting points for some of the first activities you will do with us. 

 
These are all fun activities designed to get your creative energy flowing, and to make sure you 
are fully equipped to start the course without eating into too much of your summer! 

 
You will also be contacted in due course with dates for you to come into college to complete 
your enrolment, and further information regarding the start of your Foundation Diploma in Art 
and Design. 

 
In the meantime, we hope you have a great summer, and if you have any further questions etc 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch via the college website and make reference to the 
Foundation Diploma in Art and Design. 

 
Kind regards, 

 
Joshua Johnson and the rest of the team            
Course Lead Foundation Diploma in Art and Design    

 
Task 1: Tools and Materials 
Before you start, we would like to you to source a basic toolkit and supply of materials from the 
list below. These are all easy to source and relatively inexpensive, and will really help you to 
engage with the course, especially during the early stages. 

 
One A5 and two A4 sketchbooks (hardback or ring bound would be best, with a good amount 
of sheets in e.g. 30-80) 
A selection of pencils (mechanical or traditional) 
A selection of fine liner pens in various widths 
Scalpel (we really like Swann-Morten ones, but any good quality one will do) 
Rubber 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
30cm metal ruler (or longer, available from Toolstation/Screwfix, but a plastic one will be okay 
if you can’t source one) 
Scissors  
A roll of masking tape 
Compass and set square 
USB stick 

 

Task 2: Surfaces and Textures 
For the second task, we would like you to collect a selection of textures and surfaces. These 
could be magazine clippings, photographs, materials, anything that is just a texture, surface or 
pattern. You could also choose to have a mixture of those approaches suggested or choose to 
collect using just one method, e.g. just a collection of photographs you have taken. These will 
form an important part of the first set of briefs you will work on and can be of anything, as long 
as it is visually interesting to you and contains/displays just a surface or texture. This collection 
should contain about 50 items. (If you have photos, these can be printed on normal paper or 
brought to college on a USB stick and printed when you start). 

 
Below are some examples of what you could be looking for: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Tip: Keep on thinking about this throughout the summer and collect anything you come across 
as you go around your day-to-day business. 

 
Task 3: Describing and Naming 
For the next task, we would like you to take a selection of the images or materials you have 
collected (15-20) and think of a word or two that describes, explains, or elaborates on how you 
see or interpret that texture or surface. This could be quite literal, or quite abstract and 
adventurous. You may even want to write a short sentence or two that explains the word you 
have chosen. 
 

 
 
Get creative with your descriptions and remember there is no right or wrong answer! It is all 
about how you see or understand the textures or surfaces you have collected! 

 


